EPISODES   OF   THE   GREAT   WAtfc        [1914

the mysterious III. Anny had moved swiftly through
the northern Ardemiow, whoro tho loa,fy cover seems
to have screened it complotoly from tho French
airmen. On the morning of tho ii'lnt, therefore, the
I., II., and III. German Arm ion wore bearing down
on the angle of the Sambro and tho Mouse in an arc
70 miles long. Before them lay .Lanrcxac'H Fifth
Army, as yet only of four corps, now getting into
position on tho Sambro, tho fortresw of Namur,
garrisoned by the Belgian 4th Division, and on
Lanrezac's left the British army of two corps, the
concentration of which was expected to bo completed
that day.

Saturday the 22nd saw the main Battle of Char-
leroi, in which Lanrezac after a gallant fight was
defeated. . The battle was lost before it wan joined
through the mistaken theory and imperfect intelli-
gence of the French General Staff, and under no
conceivable circumstances could Lanroscao hnvo suc-
ceeded. He had to fight before his army was in
position, and when his centre was already tottering
he found his flank turned.

On Sunday afternoon, the 23rd, tho Germans
entered Namur singing their part-songs.

We turn now to the doings of Sir John French
and his Expeditionary Force. The state of war with
Germany, officially declared by Britain on 4tU
August, did not in itself commit her to wending an
expeditionary force to the Continent; but the un-
mistakable trend of public feeling, and tho assurance
of France that she counted upon our military co-
operation, gave the Government no choice. It was
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